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Beach Cleanup a Sweeping Success

New Jersey - Clean Ocean Action held its 16th Annual Spring Beach Sweeps on Saturday, April 28th, at 45 sites from Keyport down the coast to Cape May.  Thousands of volunteers gathered to clean the beaches and count and catalogue their findings on data cards.  These figures will be tallied and analyzed in a report when all the data has been collected for New Jersey.  The data will then go into a national database which tracks debris and aids legislators in enacting laws to protect our environment.

At the Sandy Hook site, more than 450 volunteers cleaned four bay and beach sites.  Students from the Marine Academy of Science and Technology coordinated the site, instructing participants how to fill out the data cards, accompanying the volunteers in the bus to the sites, and answering any questions.

Preliminary tallies show that plastic bags were the worst offenders followed closely by cigarette butts, plastic lids, and styrofoam pieces.  Recyclables continue in a downward trend indicating that local recycling programs are working.  The most unusual objects to show up were a rat (dead), a car dashboard, a car bumper and a speeding ticket.

New Jersey beach-goers want their marine environment clean and safe.  The coast is a precious natural resource for recreation and relaxation as well as a scenic treat for the observer.  The Sweeps showed that the public is both interested and active in their willingness to volunteer their time to help the environment.

Today’s Sweeps was sponsored by the JP Morgan Chase Foundation, Starbucks and ShopRite. 

Clean Ocean Action will hold their Annual Fall Sweeps on Saturday, October 27, 2001.  For additional information, check out our web site: www.cleanoceanaction.org, or call 732-872-0111 (Monmouth and Ocean Counties) or 609-729-9262 (South Jersey).
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