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Beach Sweeps: The Good, The Bad and The Roster of the Ridiculous 
Clean Ocean Action 2013 Annual Beach Sweeps Report Released 

 
Sandy Hook, NJ— Clean Ocean Action (COA) released the 2013 Beach Sweeps Report today, 
highlighting the Dirty Dozen, Roster of the Ridiculous, and the totals for over 95 items of marine 
debris collected by volunteers last year.  Beach Sweeps has become New Jersey’s largest 
environmental even with thousands of citizens combing nearly the entire coastline and bay 
beaches. 
 
Last year was highlighted by the Waves of Action program which was Clean Ocean Action’s 
response to Superstorm Sandy.  A total of nearly 14,000 volunteers responded to the call for help at 
over 200 clean ups across 70 coastal communities.  These cleanups included the Beach Sweeps 
events and the impact from Sandy was very evident in the data.  Over 13,700 pieces of lumber were 
collected; twice over that in 2012 and the highest number ever recorded. 
 
Over the course of 29 years, more than 100,000 citizens have collected over 5 million items, 
tabulated data, and created a legacy of information that is used to fight for better anti-litter 
programs and educate people about the harms caused by marine debris to the economy and 
wildlife.  The spring event coincides with Earth Month to provide citizens with an educational, 
hands-on, meaningful, rewarding activity to make a real difference.  “These events are a testament 
of NJ Pride and the tenacity of the people to ensure a healthy marine environment for people and 
marine life,” said Cindy Zipf, Executive Director of Clean Ocean Action.  
 
In 2013, 6,658 volunteers collected, tallied, and removed over 325,000 pieces of debris from New 
Jersey’s shoreline during Clean Ocean Action’s 28th Annual Beach Sweeps. The majority of the 
debris removed was disposable plastics. Plastic, including foam, represents 75.8% of the total waste 
found. The evidence is clear: disposable plastic items continue to litter beaches, threaten marine 
life, and impact water quality.  



“Cleanup events are great; however they are reactive efforts.  We are cleaning debris once it gets in 
the environment and has a chance to impact our water quality, fish, and wildlife,” stated Catie 
Tobin, Ocean Advocacy and Education Fellow at Clean Ocean Action.  “Prevention is the solution.” 

 

Sources and Solutions  
Pollution continues to flow in from many land point and non-point sources in the New York City and 
New Jersey metropolitan area.  
 
“Debris ends up on our beaches and in our ocean due to littering or improper disposal by people 
enjoying those beaches,” explained Cassandra Ornell, Staff Scientist at Clean Ocean Action.   
“However, debris can also be carried during storm events over impervious surfaces, like roads and 
parking lots; and enter storm drains which discharge to the ocean.”  
 
Over the past four years, small plastic pieces have consistently placed in the top two types of items 
found during Clean Ocean Action’s Beach Sweeps. In 2013, plastic pieces ranked number one.   
 
“It is important to think about how one piece of plastic becomes many.  It goes in the ocean as one 
problem and creates many more problems as it breaks down,” continued Ornell.  “Plastic in the 
marine environment never truly goes away.  Instead, it breaks into smaller and smaller pieces 
through wave action and sunlight.”   
 
Because of this growing threat to the marine environment, Clean Ocean Action will be dedicating 
more time in the coming year to researching microplastics (less than 5mm) and the potential 
impacts to marine mammals and the New Jersey coast. 
 
Call to Action  
Clean Ocean Action (COA) invites citizens and organizations to participate in the 29th Annual Spring 
Beach Sweeps on Saturday, April 26, at over 70 sites along the Jersey Shore.  
 
Fourteen year old Cash Woldseth of Rumson, New Jersey rallies his friends to join him at the 
Seabright Public Beach every year. “I’ve been participating in Beach Sweeps my entire life.  When 
my dad retired three years ago as a Beach Captain I took over.  I can’t stand going to the beach and 
seeing trash everywhere, it’s important we fix this.” 
 
“I've been participating in the Beach Sweeps for four years now, and have loved every second of it,” 
exclaimed Marine Academy of Science and Technology senior, Tracy Vollbrecht.  “The impact the 
Sweeps have on the condition of local beaches and the global ocean combined with the importance 
of the data collected by volunteers for protecting our beaches in the future is the reason I continue 
to participate. I encourage others to get involved too!” 
 
A complete list of site locations and details can found on the registration page of the Clean Ocean 
Action website.  Volunteers should bring gloves, dress for the weather, apply sunscreen, and wear 
closed-toed, hard-soled shoes.   
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