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Dear Governor Christie,

Your long awaited opportunity to veto the Liberty Natural Gas project, Port
Ambrose, is at hand.

The Deepwater Port Act (33 U.S.C. § 1508) prohibits the U.S. Maritime
Administration (MARAD) from issuing a license for a deepwater port without
the approval of the Governor of each adjacent coastal state. According to
MARAD, this veto cannot be issued until the final public hearing is held. For
Port Ambrose, that final hearing took place on Thursday, November 5, 2015'in
Eatontown, New Jersey. Today, Friday, November 6, your veto window opens.

We trust that you will use this long awaited day to veto Port Ambrose. We stood
together on the Jersey Shore on Earth Day in 2010 with students, ocean
advocates and press, as you vowed that, “as long as T am Govemor I will oppose
any application f01 any type of liquefied natural gas project.”

At that time there were three proposals to build LNG ports off our coast: “Safe
Harbor” (an island proposed by Atlantic Sea Island Group), “Blue Ocean
Energy” (proposed by ExxonMobil), and “Port Liberty” (Liberty Natural Gas’
original name for Port Ambrose).

Two of the three companies withdrew their proposals; Liberty Natural Gas,
however, rejected your position, and pursued their plans,

On February 8, 2011, true to your word, you vetoed Port Liberty over the
project’s impacts to coastal economles fisheries, water quality, renewable
energy projects, and security.” Over a year later, after 31gn1ﬁcant lobbying of the
federal government by Liberty Natural Gas, the company’s arrogance resurfaced
when they asked for your support of an alternate location in a revised amended
application. Your Attorney General confirmed in March 2012 that your veto of
the Port covered all of Liberty’s proposed port locations, stating that “Governor
Christie’s veto remained in effect, as to both the original and revised
applications.”

Shockingly, despite your office’s admonition, Liberty Natural Gas persisted.

! Governor Christie’s Earth Day Address, Surfrider Beach Club, Sea Bright NJ. Apr. 22, 2010

2 Note: From Office of the Governor of New Jersey Letter to Mr. David T. Matsuda, Maritime
Administrator, Maritime Administration, U.S. Depariment of Transportation. signed by
Governor Chris Christie. Feb. 8, 2011

3 Note: From Office of the Attorney General of New Jersey Letter to Ms. Yvette M. Fields,
Director, Office of Deepwater ports and Offshore Activities, U.S. Department of Transportation,
Maritime Administration. Signed by Jeffrey S. Chiesa, Attorney General of N.J. Mar. 20, 2012,



Soon after the March 2012 reaffirmation of your veto, Liberty Natural Gas withdrew its original
application , and in September 2012, resubmitied its proposal, locating the proposed port just a
few miles further east. This “new” application basically included the same proposed locations,
designs, and impacts as the original application.

The one significant change — to move the port a few miles east — seems to have been calculated
to avoid your office’s jurisdiction. The newly renamed proposal, Port Ambrose, was located 15.1
miles from New Jersey. Under the federal Deepwater Port Act, veto authority is only granted to
the Governor of a state within 15 miles of a proposed port.* Thus, after your initial veto, and
after your reaffirmed veto, Liberty tried to dodge your authority — going so far as to not send its
“new” application materials to New Jersey DEP.

Fortunately, that backfired. As affirmed by MARAD, at sea, nautical miles are used to calculate
distance, and 15.1 miles (on land) translate to about 13 nautical miles (at sea), leaving Port
Ambrose — just like Port Liberty — squarely within your jurisdiction.’

The original Port Liberty - withdrawn based on your veto - is nearly identical in location, scope,
impact, danger, and risk as the Port Ambrose application in front of you today. One major
difference is how far we have come as a state in the intervening years; our fisheries are more
robust, our offshore renewable energy targets are within reach, and our energy policies have been
written — all without Port Ambrose,

Governor Christie, even with the federal agencies restricting your opportunity to veto until the
very last stage of the process, your opposition to offshore LNG facilities has never wavered.

We have all waited for this day for several years. Today, Friday, November 6, 2015 — when the
federal agencies in charge of licensing Port Ambrose will officially accept your comments — we
look forward to your swift action vetoing this LNG Port one final time.

Sincerely,

s/

* See The Deepwater Port Act {33 U.S.C. §1508).
> See MARAD policy published at 78 CFR 25349 concerning nautical miles {issued in the Federat Register Volume
78, Issue 83 {April 30, 2013).
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