
August 30, 2007 
 
The Honorable Jon Corzine 
Governor of New Jersey 
State House, CN 001 
Trenton, NJ  
 
 
VIA FACSIMILE and ELECTRONIC MAIL  
 
Dear Governor Corzine,  
 
We are writing to urge the State of New Jersey to proactively seek “adjacent coastal 
state” status from the U.S. Coast Guard and the U.S. Maritime Administration with 
regard to the application described below.  Under applicable laws, action is required 
within 14 days of publication in the Federal Register.  
 
On Monday, August 27, 2007, the Federal Register announced the application of 
Atlantic Sea Island Group (ASIG) to build a gigantic industrial island in the ocean 
off the New Jersey and New York coast.  The island will be 60.5 acres, almost the 
size of six Giants Stadiums.  The purpose of the proposed island would be to create a 
territory for a Liquefied Natural Gas Facility (LNG), called ironically, “Safe Harbor 
Energy”. The ASIG admits that management team members have “no prior direct 
experience with offshore LNG operations” or offshore construction.  
 
The island is to be built and operated 19 miles off the coast of Sandy Hook/Sea 
Bright, New Jersey – in premier fishing grounds and endangered species habitat.  
From a marine safety perspective, the island would be located at the entrance to NY 
Harbor, one of the busiest harbors in the world, and directly below the flight paths of 
three major airports.   Millions of tons of material will be dumped into the ocean and 
destroy aquatic habitat to create this massive island.  It is a threat to the improved 
ocean ecosystem that all have worked so hard to achieve.  
 
Under the Deepwater Port Act, 29 U.S.C. 1501 et seq., “adjacent coastal states” have 
important rights in the approval process.  These rights include (1) public hearing and 
(2) approval power over any permits issued to the applicant.    
 
Currently, only the state of New York has been given this status.  Governor Elliott 
Spitzer has been alerted that New York has the right to review and approve the 
application.  In addition, public hearings will be scheduled for the citizens of New 
York to voice their concerns. 
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Clean Ocean Action                    www.CleanOceanAction.org 

Ocean Advocacy 
Since 1984 

J     Main Office 
 

     18 Hartshorne Drive 
       P.O. Box 505, Sandy Hook 
       Highlands, NJ 07732-0505 
       Voice: 732-872-0111 
       Fax: 732-872-8041 
       SandyHook@CleanOceanAction.org 

Participating Organizations
Alliance for a Living Ocean

American Littoral Society
Arthur Kill Coalition

Asbury Park Fishing Club
Bayberry Garden Club

Bayshore Saltwater Flyrodders
Belford Seafood Co-op

Belmar Fishing Club
Beneath The Sea

Bergen Save the Watershed Action Network
Berkeley Shores Homeowners Civic Association

Cape May Environmental Commission
Central Jersey Anglers

Citizens Conservation Council of Ocean County
Clean Air Campaign

Coalition Against Toxics
Coalition for Peace & Justice

Coastal Jersey Parrot Head Club
Coast Alliance

Communication Workers of America, Local 1034
Concerned Businesses of COA

Concerned Citizens of Bensonhurst
Concerned Citizens of COA

Concerned Citizens of Montauk
Dosil’s Sea Roamers

Eastern Monmouth Chamber of Commerce
Environmental Response Network

Explorers Dive Club
Fisheries Defense Fund

Fishermen’s Dock Cooperative
Fisher’s Island Conservancy

Friends of Island Beach State Park
Friends of Liberty State Park

Friends of Long Island Sound
Friends of the Boardwalk

Garden Club of Englewood
Garden Club of Fair Haven

Garden Club of Long Beach Island
Garden Club of Morristown

Garden Club of Navesink
Garden Club of New Jersey

Garden Club of New Vernon
Garden Club of Oceanport
Garden Club of Princeton

Garden Club of Ridgewood
Garden Club of Rumson

Garden Club of Short Hills
Garden Club of Shrewsbury
Garden Club of Spring Lake

Garden Club of Washington Valley
Great Egg Harbor Watershed Association

Highlands Business Partnership
Highlands Chamber of Commerce

Hudson River Fishermen’s Association/NJ
Interact Clubs of Rotary International

Jersey Coast Shark Anglers
Jersey Shore Audubon Society

Jersey Shore Captains Association
Jersey Shore Running Club

Junior League of Monmouth County
Junior League of Summit

Kiwanis Club of Manasquan
Kiwanis Club of Shadow Lake Village

Leonardo Party & Pleasure Boat Association
Leonardo Tax Payers Association

Main Street Wildwood
Marine Trades Association of NJ

Monmouth Conservation Foundation
Monmouth County Association of Realtors

Monmouth County Audubon Society
Monmouth County Friends of Clearwater

Montauk Fisherman’s Emergency Fund
National Coalition for Marine Conservation

Natural Resources Protective Association
Navesink River Municipalities Committee

Newcomers Club of Monmouth County
NJ Beach Buggy Association

NJ Commercial Fishermen’s Association
NJ Council of Dive Clubs

NJ Environmental Federation
NJ Environmental Lobby

NJ Marine Educators Association
NJ PIRG Citizen Lobby

NJ Sierra Club
NJ Windsurfing Association

Nottingham Hunting & Fishing Club
NYC Sea Gypsies

NY/NJ Baykeeper
NY Marine Educators Association

Ocean Advocates
Ocean Conservancy

Ocean County Citizens for Clean Water
Ocean Divas

Ocean Wreck Divers
Outreach/First Presbyterian Church of Rumson

Picatinny Saltwater Sportsmen Club
Raritan Riverkeeper

Riverside Drive Association
Rotary Club of Long Branch

Saint George’s by the River Church, Rumson
Saltwater Anglers of Bergen County

Sandy Hook Bay Catamaran Club
Save Barnegat Bay

Save the Bay
SEAS Monmouth

Seaweeders Garden Club
Shark River Cleanup Coalition

Shark River Surf Anglers
Sheepshead Bay Fishing Fleet Association

Shore Adventure Club
Shore Surf Club

Sierra Club, Shore Chapter
Soroptimist Club of Cape May County

South Monmouth Board of Realtors
Staten Island Friends of Clearwater

Strathmere Fishing & Environmental Club
Surfers’ Environmental Alliance

Surfrider Foundation, Jersey Shore Chapter
TACK I

Terra Nova Garden Club
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Mon. County

United Boatmen of NY/NJ
United Bowhunters of NJ

Volunteer Friends of Boaters
Waterspirit

Women’s Club of Brick Township
Women’s Club of Keyport

Women’s Club of Long Branch
Women’s Club of Merchantville

Zen Society

Printed on 100% post-consumer
recycledpaper.



By contrast, New Jersey’s (NJ) voice is unrecognized at this stage, and will not be heard unless 
NJ requests and receives “adjacent coastal state” status.  New Jersey stands in harms way-- the 
average flow of ocean currents in that region flow toward NJ’s shores, and during nor’easters, 
winds blow toward NJ.  Under the Deepwater Port Act, these facts alone should qualify NJ as 
an adjacent coastal state since NJ’s coastal environment will be subject to a risk of equal or 
greater harm than that of New York.   
 
In closing, we urge you to request “adjacent coastal state” status immediately and in advance of 
the pending statutory deadline.  We trust that you will ensure the timely initiation of this 
essential request, as the deadline is Monday, September 10, 2007. 
 
 
For the Ocean,  
 

 
 
Cindy Zipf  
Executive Director 
cc: open letter 
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